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here are five acquisitions that G-d acquired in His world. These are: the

Torahisoneacquisition,heaven and earth are one acquisition, Abraham

is one acquisition, the people of Israel are one acquisition, and the Holy
Temple is one acquisition.

The Torah, as it is written, “G-d acquired me as the beginning of His way,
before His works of yore” (Proverbs 8:22).

Heaven and earth, as it is written, “So says G-d: The heaven is My throne and
the earth is My footstool; what house, then, can you build for Me, and where
is My place of rest?” (Isaiah 66:1); and it says, “How many are your works,
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O G-d, You have made them all with wisdom; the earth is filled with Your
acquisitions” (Psalms 104:25).

Abraham, as it is written, “He blessed him, and said: Blessed be Abram to G-d
Most High, acquirer of heaven and earth” (Genesis 14:19).

The people of Israel, as it is written, “Until Your nation, O G-d, will pass;
until this nation You have acquired will pass” (Exodus 15:16); and it says, “To
the holy ones who are upon earth, the noble ones, in whom is all My delight”
(Psalms 16:3).

The Holy Temple, as it is written, “The base for Your dwelling that you, G-d,
have achieved; the Sanctuary, O L-rd, that Your hands have established”
(Exodus 15:17); and it says “He brought them to His holy domain, this mount
His right hand has acquired” (Psalms 78:54).
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[Abraham is saying to Eliezer:]

ow He is the G-d of the heaven and the G-d of the earth, because I have
made Him familiar in the mouths of the people. But when He took me
from my father’s house, He was the G-d of the heavens but not the G-d
of the earth, because mankind did not acknowledge Him, and His name was not
familiar on the earth.
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he School of Shamai says: First the heavens were created, then the
earth. As it is written (Genesis 1:1), “In the beginning G-d created the
heavens and the earth.”

The School of Hillel says: First the earth was created, and then the heavens.
As it is written (Genesis 2:4), “On the day that G-d Almighty made earth
and heavens”...

Said R. Shimon ben Yochai: I wonder why they argue... I say that the
heavens and the earth were created together, like a pot with its cover.

TEXT 4
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father is obligated to do the following for his son: to circumcise him,
redeem him, to teach him Torah, to find a wife for him to marry, and to

teach him a trade.
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